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<EFEXRO®> (9:40 — 10: 10)

English in the context of Japanese government expectations of increasing foreign

worker numbers

Tarakanov Igor (KM UL KF)

This presentation explores how the government policy can affect foreigners'
usage of English in Japan in order to better illustrate how Japanese government
expectations of future trends, should be interpreted, based on the assumption that
Japanese government language policy expectations imply the direction of future changes
in government policy measures.

Foreign worker English use data is approximate. It is based on Japanese
government statistics, by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, regarding the
nationalities of foreign workers in Japan, and English language content of compulsory
education in these countries.

It can be assumed, that government predictions of significant increases in the
foreign worker component of the Japanese workforce are an indication of future changes
in policy. Due to increased use of English among foreign workers, policy change,
regarding English is also to be expected. An examination of government predictions for

2030 and 2040 will show the expected direction of these policy changes.
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